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ABSTRACT 



This first in a series of bulletins on trends and 



projections presents past and projected enrollment trends in public 
elementary and secondary schools from 1965 to 2000. Enrollments in 
regular elementary and secondary schools from the Center for 
Education Statistics' Common Core of Data Survey were used to develop 
the projections. For the remainder of the 1980s and into the 1990s/ 
total enrollment will increase in public elementary and secondary 
schools. The rising number of annual births since 1977 is expected to 
continue the growth in elementary enrollment in the late 1980s and 
spur grovjth in secondary enrollment in the 1990s. Technical notes^ 
two figures/ and two tables are included. CMLF) 
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Pcdalic Elesentary and Seocn3axy Quollnents: 
CXitlock to the Year 2000 



About Htds Issue ~ 

This is the first in a series of bulletin^ en 
trends and pcpjectichs in eclucation. Ihis 
bulletin presents past and projected enrollment 
trends in public elen^itary and secondary schools 
frcm 1965 to 2000. 
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The Center for Education Statistics (CES) projects that for the 
zaaainder of tiie 1980*s and into the 1990's, total enrollment will 
increase Ir public ielcnentary and secondary schools. Ihe prinary reason 
for this incanaase is the rising noniser of annual l>irths since iSTVo-the 
baby bocm.echo (figure 1) . Ihis surge of births will cause increases; in 
the 5- to 17-year-old po|3ulation over the neoct 15 years. These po|ulation 
increases (which began in 1985) are exposed to continue the grc^;th in 
elementary enrollment in the late 1980 •& and spcac grcwth in secondary 
enrollment in the I990's. 

As with past national enrollment patterns, 1^ Nation will not 
e>5)erience enrollment grcwth uniformly in all States and oownunities. 
Growth rates in scoe States will vary in the late 1980's and into the 
1990's. 
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Figure 1 . — Number of anpMQ^ births: 

(in millions) 1 tO 2000 
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Highlights 

• Total enrollment in the N^ticn's public schools is expected to 
reach 45.3 xdHion by the year 2000, afproaching the peak of 46.1 
million e3^)erienoed in 1971. Ohe peak year 1971 reflected 
enrdllmiants of childrm bom during the hic^ir^irth years of the 
1950<8 and early 1960*s (the baby bocm). 

e 1^ the year 2000, public enroUinent is projected to be about 5.6 
million. higher than the 1986 level of 39.7 million (table 1) . 

e EnroUmerit in public elementary sdiools (grades K--8) is expected 
to rise to 31.6 million by the year 2000 %4hen it will be 4.2 
million larger than tiie 1986 level of 27.4 million. 

• Enrollment in public secondary schools (grades 9-12) is projected 
to readi 13.7 Diillion by the year 2000, v*ien it will be 1.3 
million over the 1986 level. 
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IHiblic DuQUnent in Kindexg2a±en (K) tiiroug(h GKide 8 

Piiblic onrbllnent in grades K-8 dacxMoed firan 32.6 millifln in 1969, 
its paak.yaar, to a lew of 26.9 aillicn in 1984. Birbllnent clisabed to 
27.4 nillicn in 1986 (figure 2) . Paralleling tte increase in the 5^ to 
13-year^<»ld populatim, puibllc tnrbllnant in grades K-8 vill increase to 
31.9 nillian ky 1997 and then decline to 31.6 million by the year 2000. 



Public Qirollibent in Grades 9 tiirough 12 

Public enrolLnent in grades 9-12 peaked at 14.3 million in 1976 
(t2ible 1) . airQUment then declined to 12.4 million in 1986, as floaller 
cchorts (grpiqps of children bom during tbB same year) of the late 1960*s 
and early 1970*8 entered seoandary schools. Paralleling the decline in 
the 14- to l7-year-61d pcpulaticn, public enrollment in grades 9-12 is 
projected to continue to decrease to 11.3 million by 1990 and then to 
begin to increase, reaching 13.7 million by ^ year 2000. 



Figure 2. --Public school enroHment, by grade level 
compared with school-age populations: 
1965 to 2000 , 
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Alternative Ecojectiflns ■ . n 

EnzDlLnent pcpjections ehowh in this bulletin (table 1) axe based on 
the Bureau of the Oansus* adcUle series papulation projecticns (series 
14) . Birollnent projections based dn other Census I3ureau series 
rqMla t i on projections vere also considered. Using series 17, projections 
of enrollnent in public schools would increase fran 39.7 nillion in 1986 
to 46.2 sdllion (rather than 45.3 million) by the year 2000, sui^assing 
the recor d level of 46.1 million in 1971. Ohis. series assumes a fertility 
rate of 1.9 and a net ianigration of 750,000 (see tacfanical notes) . 



Technical Notes 
Methodology — 

FiroUments in regular pifblic elenantary and secondary schools from 
the Center for Education Statistics' Connan Core of Data Smvey were used 
to develop projections ahown in this bulletin (this survey does not 
provide data on private schools) . Ihe projections of these enrollments 
are demographidedly based. Bureau of the Census* middle series population 
projections were chosen for use. Ohe futxire fertility rate assi^Jtion, 
«hich determines projections of the niaber of births, is the ]oey 
assunption in making population projections, ihe middle series (series 
14) projections assume an iiltinate ocnpleted cohort fertility rate of 1.9 
births per vionan by the year 2050 and a net annual ianigration of 450,000. 

Srojections of enrollment in public elementary and secondary grades 
are based on a grade retention method. Ohis mediod starts with 
6-year-olds entering 1st grade and then follows titieir subseguent progress 
through pifblic elementary and secondary schools. Ihis nethcd assumes that 
past truids in factors affecting enrollments will continue over the 
projection period. Bie method inplicitly includes the net effects of such 
variables as imnigration, dropouts, transfers to and fran private schools, 
and deaths. 

Grades 2 through 12 are projected on the basis of grade retention 
rates. Using, various po|ulations by age as the base, public enrollments 
by age are based on enrollment rate projections for kindergarten, 1st 
grade, elementary ungraded and special, secondary isigraded and special, 
and postgraduate enrollmait. For these prpjections, public grade 
retention rates and public enrollment rates by age are projected to remain 
constant at levels coftsistent with recent rates. 

For public schools, tt)B retention rates for grades 2-10 are dose to 
100 percent. The retention rates for grades 11 ard 12 are 90 percent. 
Oie enrollment rates for kindergarten and 1st grade are 90 and 95 percatt 
respectively, while those for elementary ungraded nvA special, secondaxy 
ungraded and special, and postgrEduate are 2.0, 2.5, and 0.3 percent 
respectively. For more than 'a decade, these rates have remained stable. 



Data Lifldtations ~ 

Ptojecticns axe subjact to arrars frdn nmy s o ur ces^ Ey their 
nature, pcpjactiom cannot tate into ocnsideration ocnditions that are 
ispoBsiUe to anticdpate at the tine tha prpjecticns axe nade. Users 
idhould evaluate tte assoii^Gns to detamina tte apprGpriateness of these 
pcpjecticro f or tteir purposes* 

Kojec t ion Aocuraf^ — » 

Ihe grade retention method has been used by CES since 1966 to 
p ro j ec t anrbll2nent in public elementary and seoGndlary schools. Based on 
UdM method, the mean absolute percen t error between reported enrollments 
and CB5 projections of enrollments in public elementary and seccaxSary 
achools for 1 year ahead has been 0«2 percent (tal^e 2) • The percentage 
for 2 years ahead is 0.4 percent and 5 years ahead is 0.8 percent. The 
percentagre for 10 years ahead has been 7.2 percent. 



For more information about tiie topics in this bulletin, contact: 
Defare E« Gerald 

Condition of Education Division 
Center for Education Statistics 
555 Neb/ Jersey Avenue, MW« 
Washington, D.C. 20208-1302 
[Telephone: (202) 357-6581] 



Table 1.— Public aehool enrollnBnt: in grades K-8 and 9-12 
of regular d^y schssls, with pcpjec±iGns; 
50 states and D.C., 1965 to 2000 



(In ISisusands) 


Year 




1 y 




rfall> 










42,173 


30,563 






43,039 


31,145 


11,894 




43,891 


31,641 


12,250 




44,944 


32,226 


12^718 




45,619 ; 


32,597 


13,022 




45,909 


32,577 


13,332 




46,081 


32,265 


13,816 




45,744 


31,831 


13,913 




45,429 


31,353 


24,077 




45,053 


30,921 


14,132 




44,791 


30,487 


14,304 


1976 


44,317 


30,006 


14,3li 




43,577 


29,336 


14,240 




42,550 


' 28,328 


14,223 




41,645 


27,931 


13,714 




40,987 


27^674 


13,313 




40,099 


27,245 


12,855 




39,652 


27,156 


12,496 




39,352 


2,6,997 


12,355 




39,293 


26,918 


12,375 




39,513 


27,047 


12,467 




39,712 


27.; 355 


12,35f7 












39,916 


27,828 


12,088 




40,116 


28,387 


11,729 




40,379 


28,985 


11,394 




40,898 


29/628 


11,270 


1991 


41,548 


30,175 


11,373 




42,259 


30,717 


11,542 




42,967 


31,139 


11,828 




43,672 


31,408 


12,264 


1995 


44,238 


31,635 


12,603 


1996 


44,729 


31,789 


12,940 




45,060 


31,867 


13,193 


1998 


45,212 


31,855 


13,357 




45,284 


31,760 


13,524 




45.271 


31.594 


13r§77 



^Incltades most kindergarten rnd sane nursory school 
enrolLneait. 

^Ohese projecticns were pr^>ared Deoearber 1986. 



N0rE>~Dgtai3s nay iK>t add to totals because of rounding. 



SOURCE: U.S. Departnient of Education, Center for 
Education Statistics, Statistics of Publig n?p?rti^rY 
and Second ly g^??lf r various years. 



Table 2.~Suniiar7 of nun absolute perotnt ^nrors of 
projections of public school snroUsients, 
by lead time 
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Level of 










cnroUnent 
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10 


; K-12 


0.2 


0.4 


0.8 


7.2 


'} K-8 ... 


. 0.3 ' 


0.6 


0.9 


8.8( 


. 9-12 


; ' 0.6 


0.8 


2.0 


5.3 



HcaE.—OSift mean absolxxte percent «rxars (lAFE) 
pcesented are far past enrbllnent projecticns. 
Although the accuracy of past prqiections does not 
asauxje that tt>e projecticns in this bulletin will 
ahck^isdlar aqcuracy,^ an analysis of p r oj ec t ion 
mtx&irxai^pit be helpful in detemining hew nuch 
weidlii:' to .cfive to the pror) ections in loaking 
deelsions. 



sdQ|bCEii U. <S.<^sbepartiaBent of EA.icationy Oenter for 
Ed^eaxticn Statistics, Projections of Education 
Statistics to 1992-93 . July 1985. 
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